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SN The Basms?
- Each Branch Has a }0%
Descnptmn———and Two Bosses

I talk to people about the Constitution a lot. What strikes me is that ev-

eryone knows they have rights. They know there is somethmg called the -

COIlStltllthIl that contains those rights. They know that the Constitution
says how people get into office, and that it has some rules about what
the premdent members of Congress, and. other ofﬁc1als can and can’t

do. But when an issue of constitutional law comes up:on- the news—

such as whether the president can pardon himself, or whether he can -

drop stealth bombs somewhere without ‘Congress first declarmg war, or

whether only Congress can decide to separate,children from their moth-

ersat the US border———the first questlon that pops up is; Is that Zegal under :

the Constitution? . : o YRR

This chapter gets out a few basi¢-ideaséboﬂt how to 'approaCh qﬁesr

tions of constitutional law—ideas that are explored more deeply in later

- chapters. The:chapter divides constitutional law into two axes and sug-
gests that the first thing you do in thinking about a- constitutional law
- question is to dec1de wh1ch camp it falls into: a rights-based constitu-
tional law issue or a structural constitutional law issue. Th1s chapter then
lays outa few things about both axes.

. Second, it introduces the concept of plam—language reading. I tell my
'ﬁrst—year law students that they will be learning Aow to read. “Huhr We've

.:-_known how to read since we were six!” Sure; that’s true, in the sense that
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